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14 May 1998 

By Mike Vanderboegh, 1ACR 


"Those who make peaceful change impossible, make violent change inevitable." 

"For just a second, everyone inside the cabin was quiet. The crack of the last shot echoed 
through the house, and they all turned back to the door. Vicki was on her knees. Randy looked 
back and saw her lying there, her head down on the floor, right next to the kitchen door, as if she 
were praying. Randy figured she was hit, but he was afraid to look, because she wasn't moving at 
all. Rachel screamed. She had been standing near her mother, facing the door, when Vicki was 
shot. Blood hit the ten-year-old, flecks of red in her long black hair. Sara, Randy, and Kevin had all 
squeezed through the door about the same time, bottlenecking and bursting through. Sara had 
felt something whiz by and then blood spattered on her cheek as she hurtled through the doorway 
and tripped over Kevin, who had been pushed in front of her. Now Sara looked back over her 
shoulder at her mother, slumped in the doorway. What struck Sara was that there were no 
reflexes, no movement at all. Her mom-- their strength, their warmth, their prophet-- was gone. 
Sara cried out "No-o-o-o!" They screamed and tore at their hair, until Sara couldn't make any more 
noise and she realized that they should be quiet, that her mother would warn them all to be quiet. 
Vicki Weaver was folded over like a tent, resting on her knees, arms and head, just inside the 
door. Her hands were still cradling Elisheba, so tightly they had to pull Vicki back and pry the 
baby out of her grasp. Randy, wincing from his own wound, turned his wife over. It was as if her 
skull had exploded. She was almost unrecognizable. Her jaw was blown half off, and blood 
seemed to be pumping out from everywhere on her head. Elisheba was covered in blood, so 
Randy and Sara checked all over the crying baby, but found no wounds...." From Every Knee Shall 
Bow by Jess Walter, pages 242-3. 

"The next witness was Lon Horiuchi. While he was to be called, court was recessed for ten 
minutes, while the marshals retrieved him from wherever he was, in some other part of the 
courthouse, and brought him in under heavy guard. He was, as Spokesman-Review reporter Dean 
Miller later said, "a real piece of work"- cold, unemotional, his expression never changing no 
matter what the nature of the testimony. He explained he was a West Point graduate, that he had 
served eight years in the U.S. Army, then joined the FBI, that he had been on the Hostage Rescue 
Team for eight years and had volunteered to be a sniper four years before. He explained the 
requirements- accuracy within a quarter-inch at two hundred yards, and thousands of practice 
rounds (and some in live confrontations) fired at moving targets. He said he enjoyed his work." - 
Ambush at Ruby Ridge by Alan W. Bock, pages 193-194. 

"This is a murder case! But the people who committed the murders have not been charged, and 
the people who committed the murders are not in this courtroom!" 

- Gerry Spence in his closing arguments to the Weaver-Harris murder trial jury 
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Subj: piml] Horiuchi Charges Dismissed 

Date: 98-05-14 17:45:33 EDT 

From: MikePiet@aol.com (Mike Piet) 




So much for working within the system folks - Mike P 
May 14, 1998 

Charge in Ruby Ridge Case Dismissed 
Filed at 3:53 p.m. EDT 
By The Associated Press 

BOISE, Idaho (AP) -- A federal judge today dismissed state involuntary manslaughter charges 
against FBI sharpshooter Lon Horiuchi, who killed the wife of white separatist Randy Weaver 
during the 1992 siege at Ruby Ridge, Idaho. 

U.S. District Judge Edward Lodge accepted the Justice Department argument that Horiuchi was 
acting in the line of duty when he fired and was protected by the Supremacy Clause of the U.S. 
Constitution, in that he was working within the scope of his job. 

Boundary County Prosecutor Denise Woodbury charged Horiuchi last August with firing the shot 
that went through the cabin door and killed Vicki Weaver as she held her baby daughter. 

It was the third death in the 11-day standoff that began when federal marshals maneuvering 
around the isolated mountain cabin trying to arrest Weaver on a gun charge encountered 
Weaver's son, Samuel, and his dog. An exchange of gunfire left the 14-year-old boy and Deputy 
Marshal William Degan dead. 

Woodbury maintained Horiuchi acted negligently. Horiuchi contended throughout that he was 
following the procedures set out for dealing with the Ruby Ridge confrontation. 

"I think it's a travesty the people of Idaho can't have their day in court with Lon Horiuchi because 
he's a federal agent”, said Chuck Peterson, one of the attorneys who represented Weaver during 
the criminal case against him five years ago. 

"That seems absurd," Peterson said. "This clearly isn't a vindication of Horiuchi. It's like the 
Simpson verdict. We all knew he did it. There's just nothing we can do about it." 

Woodbury did not immediately respond to a telephone call requesting comment. But Robert 
Huntley, the former Idaho Supreme Court justice who was one of the attorneys representing 
Horiuchi, speculated that an appeal was unlikely. 

"I would be surprised if there was anyone who would want to put up the money for an appeal 
because the judge wrote a very carefully thought-out opinion based on factual circumstances," 
Huntley said. 

Weaver, who is now living in Montana and writing a book about the incident, and associate Kevin 
Harris were acquitted of all federal charges, including murder, resulting from the siege. A state 
charge of murder against Harris filed last August was dismissed under the double jeopardy 
protection. 

Another Horiuchi attorney, Patricia Maher, maintained the agent fired with the understanding that 
Harris was holding a rifle outside the cabin, that Harris was a suspect in Degan's killing and that 
Harris might open fire on an FBI helicopter that was circling overhead at the time. 


And the fact that he was charged with involuntary manslaughter meant he acted without malice, 
she said. 


Copyright 1998 The New York Times Company 
From the Editor: 

There are times when no words are adequate to express the sickening rage and overwhelming 
sadness. Even though we expected this disappointment- it is the best measure of how far our 
Republic of laws has slid to the law of the jungle- now that it is here I cannot find the words...l do 
know that there is judgement in the Hereafter for such crimes, but I think Mr. Horiuchi should find 
a very deep hole to hide in if he does not wish to meet summary judgement in this world. 

Perhaps another time I will write of the Nuremberg Doctrine and how having orders to murder 
does not remove your own personal responsibility. Not now. Now I can only think about this: 
Those who make peaceful change impossible, make violent change inevitable. 

Judge Lodge, who knows the Nuremberg Doctrine very well, has placed himself in the class of 
such experts of Nazi jurisprudence such as Roland Freisler of Hitler's "People's Court." He carries 
out central government orders equally well, that much is plain. Like the colonial courts of George 
the Third, the King's minions can now do no wrong. The King's soldiers may kill the King's 
subjects, even unarmed mothers with babes in their arms, with impunity. So if you want a mantra 
to chant, a slogan to write, a battle cry to scream, let it be this: "Those who make peaceful change 
impossible, make violent change inevitable!" 

And THAT is Why We Will Fight! 

- Mike Vanderboegh, 1ACR 
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